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Healing touch
Pakistan goes to the polls today. For months, nobody was cer-

tain whether the election would be held or not. This uncertainty
was for many reasons; one of them pertains to the fact that elec-
tions were not held in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces
as per the constitutional provision that they be held within 90 days
after both provincial assemblies had been dissolved by Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in January 2023. Caretaker set-ups have
been ruling Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for over a year now.
The Supreme Court was finally able to set a date for the general
election back in November 2023 after a consensus was reached
between the president, Arif Alvi, and Pakistan’s chief election com-
missioner on a date — February 8, 2024. However, the election
has become controversial due to various reasons. There are ter-
rorist threats in some areas as well as chances of violence (over
20 people have been killed in bomb blasts in the election offices of
two candidates in Balochistan). Almost 51% of the polling stations
have been categorised as ‘sensitive’ by the Election Commission of
Pakistan for the polls. Last week, the army top brass issued a stern
warning against any attempt to disrupt the general election. Many
are wondering what the results will be like and whether they will
be credible, given that Imran Khan’s PTI is not being allowed to
campaign freely. On top of that, Imran Khan was sentenced to
jail in three different cases — the cipher case, the Toshakhana
case and the iddat/illegal marriage case — one after another.
Analysts say that while these verdicts won’t be upheld in the high
courts when challenged as due process was not followed, the
quick succession of jail sentences for Imran Khan in three cases
and even his wife in the latter two means that there is a clear
message for the PTI: Imran Khan is not acceptable and is not
going to make a comeback, at least not for now. In Pakistan, we
have seen this before: political leaders being put behind bars
before elections. However, some say that this time it is different.
The word is that there will be a ‘Bangladesh model’ wherein
Imran Khan will remain incarcerated like Khaleda Zia while who-
ever forms the government would be allowed to work without
any disruption. The prediction this time is that Nawaz Sharif’s
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz will form the government, but it
may be a coalition government with smaller parties. Some say
the Pakistan Peoples Party may be part of the coalition while
others believe it will be in the Opposition since the PTI is facing a
battle for survival. However, the PTI is banking on a large voter
turnout today and its slogan is ‘zulm ka badla vote se’ (revenge
against injustice through vote). Some political analysts believe
that many PTI voters would be disheartened due to the disman-
tling of the party and would not come out to vote as they think the
election is rigged against their party. But the PTI is still hopeful of
a ‘surprise’. While analysts say that the election will not be free
and fair — the poll in 2018 wasn’t either — to suggest that it will
only be free and fair if the PTI wins is also not right. Recent
surveys have shown that the PML-N has gained popularity over
the last few months in Punjab.

Anchored in Shivaji's spirit, India's naval opera-
tions get a desi touch in international waters

By carrying out back-to-
back rescue operations in the
past month, the Indian Navy
has emerged as the bright
spot in the otherwise unsta-
ble waters of the Red Sea.
The Israel-Hamas war has
not only thrown the Middle
East into a flux but its effects
are now also spilling over to
South Asia and the wider ex-
panse of the Indian Ocean
Region.

The worsening security
concerns in the Red Sea due
to constant attacks from the
Yemen-based Houthis on
cargo ships have further been
exacerbated with Somali pi-
rates also targeting the ships
passing through this region.
As the security situation in the
Red Sea and also in the Ara-
bian Sea has deteriorated,
the Indian Navy has now
emerged as the net security
provider in the Indian Ocean
Region. Indian Navy has al-
ways been exemplary in its
duty and in particular, has al-
ways been proactive in be-
nign causes like Humanitar-
ian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) operations.
However, with the spill-over
effects of the war in the Mid-
dle East threatening the se-
curity of the Indian Ocean
Region, India is asserting its
position as the resident power
and as the primary
stakeholder in the security
architecture of the region.
India’s rescue operations and
in particular the role of the
Indian Navy not only corre-
spond to the existing global
order. The current security
concerns may have pro-

nounced the role of the Indian
Navy. But there is also a
strong civilisational undertone
to India’s naval operations.
This undertone could be con-
sidered from decolonisation
and indigenisation perspec-
tives.

The decolonisation narra-
tive has been a major issue
in the Indian political dis-
course for a long time. How-
ever, in the past few months,
there has been a tangible and
accelerated effort towards
decolonisation and
indigenisation across differ-
ent spheres. Some important
steps in this direction include
the use of the name Bharat
instead of India. This was the
highlight when India hosted
the G20 Summit in Septem-
ber 2023 as the placard in
front of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi displayed the
name Bharat. Besides, three
criminal justice laws, the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita, the
Bharatiya Suraksha Sanhita
and the Bharatiya Sakshya
Act, recently passed by the
Indian parliament also seek
to replace the colonial-era
Indian Penal Code, the Code
of Criminal Procedure and the
Indian Evidence Act. The re-
cent consecration of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya is pro-
jected as one of the most
prominent steps towards
decolonisation.

Also, the scope of the
decolonisation narrative has
now expanded. For decades,
only the 200-year British rule
in India was earmarked as the
colonial period in the collec-
tive memory of the Indian peo-

ple. Now the 200-year period
is being replaced by a period
of about 1,000 years which
includes the Islamic invasions
in India. This indigenisation
process which is becoming vis-
ible in the political, legal and
cultural domains is gradually
gaining emphasis in the secu-
rity domain as well. Just as the
decolonisation debate had
been restricted to British rule,
the same principle was evident
in Indian strategic thought as
well for a long time. As one of
the relics of British rule, the
continental mindset had re-
mained a norm in Indian stra-
tegic thought for a long time.
The continental mindset crept
into India’s security outlook as
a legacy of the British who
were engaged in the Great
Game with Russia. It led to the
British focusing more on the
territorial aspect of security to
stop Russia’s advances
against India. This included
courting countries and regions
in the Northwest and the
Northeast such as Afghani-
stan, the Central Asian

Khanates (as they were then
known), Tibet and China.

This thinking consolidated
even after independence as
India faced perpetual security
concerns from Pakistan and
China. As a result the fact that
India was one of the major
maritime nations in the world
since time immemorial was
greatly sidelined. However, in
the past about one decade, the
maritime domain has been re-
gaining its importance in In-
dia’s strategic circles. The
emergence of the geostrategic
concept of the Indo-Pacific Re-
gion and China’s belligerence
in India’s neighbourhood and
extended neighbourhood have
caused India to increase its
focus on strengthening the na-
val arm of its military. The
growing focus on the Indian
Navy has essentially been ac-
companied by decoupling the
Indian Navy from its British
legacy and taking it back to its
indigenous roots. To achieve
this, the government has
evoked Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj who is considered as

the Father of the Indian Navy.
Shivaji, who inherited a

landlocked region, recognised
the importance of sea access
and navy. His strategic vision
proclaimed: ‘He who owns the
Navy owns the Sea’. Shivaji
foresaw that the Navy was es-
sential not only to defend his
kingdom but also to protect
sea trade. At the peak of his
rule, Shivaji successfully built
sea forts to defend the coast-
lines extending through
Konkan. Starting from scratch
with around 18-20 ships Shivaji
built a fleet of more than 500
ships.To decolonise and
indigenise its naval strategic
thought, India is now identify-
ing itself with Shivaji and let-
ting go off the British legacy.
In September 2022, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi un-
veiled the Indian Navy’s new
ensign that is inspired by
Shivaji and dropped St
George’s Cross from the colo-
nial era. On 4 December, 2023,
on the occasion of Navy Day,
the Indian Navy held an opera-
tional demonstration (Op
Demo) at Tarkali Beach on the
West Coast against the back-
drop of Sindhudurg Fort built
by Shivaji. Further recently the
government has proposed list-
ing of Maratha Military Land-
scapes of India for the UNESCO
World Heritage List for the year
2024-25. This list includes 12
forts, 11 of which are in
Maharashtra and one is in
Tamil Nadu. It is pertinent to
note that out of these 12 forts,
four forts – Sindhudurg,
Vijaydurg, Suvarnadurg and
Khanderi – are sea forts in
Maharashtra along the Konkan

coast. These four forts were
developed by Shivaji as the
naval bases of his state. The
Navy had played an important
role in consolidating the
Maratha rule, which reached
its peak during the reign of
Shivaji. While drawing inspira-
tion from a historical figure like
Shivaji in the operational do-
main, it is equally important to
continue strengthening and up-
grading the navy to face con-
temporary challenges. In this
area as well India is following
Shivaji by gradually shifting to
Atmanirbharta or self-reliance
in defence manufacturing. To
this end, the Indian Navy re-
cently released ‘Swavlamban
2.0’ document to synergise the
Indian Navy’s relationship with
the industry and to encourage
all sectors of the industry to
participate in the indigenous
development of all naval sys-
tems. While the indigenisation
plan is a positive step, it is im-
portant to back this with
budget allocation. In the de-
fence budget for 2024-2025,
the Indian Navy has been allo-
cated an outlay of Rs23,800
crore for the naval fleet and
Rs6,830 crore for naval dock-
yard projects.  The Indian
Navy plans to acquire deck-
based fighter aircraft, subma-
rines, and next-generation
survey vessels through this
allocation. The Red Sea crisis
has highlighted the role of the
Indian Navy in international se-
curity. The contemporary glo-
bal order combined with
Shivaji’s legacy should further
propel India to assert its right-
ful position as a leading mari-
time nation in the world.

NAM at a crossroads: Analysing India's
diplomatic choices and priorities

India’s championing of the
Global South at the G20, in-
cluding the induction of the Af-
rican Union as a member,
brought forth the salience of
existing institutions in the Glo-
bal South. One of these is the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).
India, though a founder of this
movement, has been distanc-
ing itself due to the maverick
nature of some recent chair-
men.

The External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar, represented
India at the NAM summit in
Kampala, Uganda, fulfilling a
promise he had made during
his visit to Uganda in April
2023. Besides him, Minister of
State RR Singh led the Indian
delegation at the ministerial
segment. Another Minister of
State, V Murleedharan, partici-
pated in the meeting of the G77
that followed. Jaishankar could
not participate in the G77 meet-
ing as he was committed to a

joint commission meeting in
Nigeria, where he met with the
new leadership. In some ways,
the participation of the EAM is,
protocol-wise, the lowest since
2012. That was the last time
an Indian prime minister at-
tended a NAM summit when
Manmohan Singh went to Iran.
In 2016, the summit in Ven-
ezuela saw India represented
by then vice president Hamid
Ansari. In 2019, the chairman-
ship shifted to Azerbaijan, and
India was again represented
by then vice president,
Venkaiah Naidu. Although the
EAM ranks lower in protocol
than the vice president, his per-
sona and stature reflect India’s
current standing in the Global
South more accurately. Do-
mestic compulsions made it im-
possible for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to go, but Modi
has never participated in a

is a mix of several factors, but
the level of participation and en-
gagement remains largely the
same. NAM has 120 members,
20 observers, and 10 interna-
tional organizations in attend-
ance. It is the largest gathering
of countries outside the UN.
This marks the seventh time
that NAM is hosted in Africa.
Egypt hosted twice, and five oth-
ers have now hosted. Among

NAM summit since 2014. Be-
fore that, Indian prime minis-
ters always attended NAM
summits, except Chaudhary
Charan Singh in 1979. When
Cuba assumed the chair of
NAM in 1979, eyebrows were
raised. India was then re-
quested to take up the chair in
1983 instead of Iraq, which was
at war. This move restored the
prestige of NAM for several

years. Since the summit is held
once every three years, the se-
quence of chairs from Iran, Ven-
ezuela, to Azerbaijan shows a
lack of willingness among ma-
jor countries to chair NAM. Re-
cent chairs were not main-
stream countries that added
stature to the movement; in-
stead, they were countries
seeking sustenance from the
chairmanship. In Uganda, there

the previous chairs, South Af-
rica and Zimbabwe had presi-
dents, Algeria at the level of the
prime minister, Egypt with the
foreign minister, and Zambia
through its defence minister.
This lacks a pattern of commit-
ment from past African chairs.
For Uganda, this was the larg-
est diplomatic event since host-
ing the Commonwealth Sum-
mit in 2007.

Sd/-
Chairman of the Meeting

NOTICE AND ADVERTISEMENT OF THE MEETING OF THE
UNSECURED CREDITORS OF THE APPLICANT COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that by an order dated 01.February 2024, the
Ahmedabad Bench of the National Company Law Tribunal ('Tribunal') has
directed meetings to be held of the unsecured creditors of both the Applicant
Companies for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving with
or without modification(s), the proposed amalgamation embodied in the
Scheme of Amalgamation of Arcoy India Private Limited (CIN:
U65190GJ196PTC001637 and Arcoy Industries (India) Private Limited
CIN:_U2649168PTC001520) and their respective shareholders .
In pursuance of the said order and as directed therein, further notice is
hereby given that meeting of the unsecured creditors of  (Arcoy India
Private Imited ) the Applicant Amalgamating Company  will be held on 18th
March 2024 at 11 am. at 606,Abhijit Company Building,at Mithakali Six Roads,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat - 380001 at which time and place the said unsecured
creditors are requested to attend. In pursuance of the said order and as
directed therein, further notice is hereby given that meeting of the unsecured
creditors of  (Arcoy Industries (India)  Private Imited ) the Applicant
Amalgamated Company  will be held on 18th March 2024 at 01:00 P.M.  at
606,Abhijit Company Building, at Mithakali Six Roads, Ahmedabad, Gujarat -
380001 at which time and place the said unsecured creditors are requested to
attend.
Copies of the said Scheme and of the Explanatory Statement under Sections
230(3), 232(1) and (2) and 102 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with rule 6 of
the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules,
2016 can be obtained free of charge at the registered office of the Applicant
Company at  Abhijit Company Building at - Mithakhali Six Roads,, Ahmedabad,
Gujarat - 380001 and/ or at the office of its Advocates, Raval & Raval Advocates
having their office at 602-604, City Centre 2, Next to Hir Party Plot, Near CIMS
Hospital, Science City Road, Ahmedabad - 380059. The persons entitled to
attend, and vote at the meeting, may vote in person or by proxy, provided
that all proxies in the prescribed form are deposited at the registered office of
the Company at Abhijit Company Building at - Mithakhali Six Roads,,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat - 380001 not later than 48 hours before the meeting.
Further, a body corporate which is an unsecured creditor is entitled to
appoint a representative for the purposes of participating and / or voting
during the meeting.
The form of proxy can be obtained free of charge from the registered office
of the Applicant Amalgamated Company/Applicant Amalgamating Company
and / or email to hod.account@arcoy.com
The Tribunal has appointed Dr Madan Bhalachandra Gosavi, as the
Chairperson of the said meeting of the unsecured creditors of both the
Applicant Companies. The above-mentioned Scheme, if approved in the
aforesaid meeting, will be subject to the subsequent approval of the Tribunal.
Further, the Applicant Companies have provided the facility of voting by
polling paper at the venue of the meeting. Mr Mohammed Arkam G Shaikh,
has been appointed as the Scrutinizer for the said meeting.

Date :   February 2024

Place:Ahmedabad

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL BENCH AT
AHMEDABAD

C.A.(CAA Form No. CAA/3(AHM) 2024
[Pursuant to section 230(3) and rules 6 and 7]

Arcoy Industries (India) Private Limited
(CIN:_U2649168PTC001520, a Company
incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956,
having its registered -       office at 606,
Abhijit Building, Mithakhali Six Roads,
Ahmedabad -380001, Gujarat, India.

Applicant Amalgamated Company

Arcoy India Private Limited (CIN:
U65190GJ196PTC001637), a Company
incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013,
having its registered office at 606, Abhijit
Building, Mithakhali Six Roads, Ahmedabad -
380001, Gujarat, India

Applicant Amalgamating Company

Employee steals gold
worth 45L

Ahmedabad: A jeweller has
accused his employee of dup-
ing him of gold worth Rs 45.41
lakh. Complainant Aryan Shah,
a resident of Paldi who owns a
jewellery shop on CG Road,
supplies 22-carat gold orna-
ments to various showrooms.
In exchange, he receives 99
grams of 24-carat gold. He told
police, “Pavan Soni, a resident
of Chandlodia, was tasked with
supplying ornaments and ob-
taining pure gold from various
showrooms.”Pavan informed
him about a distant relative who
owned a showroom in
Vadodara and expressed inter-
est in dealing with him. In April,

Pavan and Hitesh Joshi were
sent to Vadodara for a meeting
with Paresh Soni. “During the
visit, Pavan took away the orna-
ments to show to a customer,
who allegedly chose ornaments
weighing 481g. In May, a per-
son named Parth Soni, claiming
to be Pavan’s cousin, informed
them that Paresh had asked for
866.78g of ornaments. Parth
handed over 700g of gold, say-
ing Paresh would provide the
details,” said Shah. When the
complainant sought payment,
Paresh claimed he had only seen
the ornaments and had not
placed an order. The jeweller
then lodged a complaint.


