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Kanu Desai to
lead Chennai

VGGS roadshow
Gandhinagar: State

finance minister Kanu Desai
will lead a delegation to
Chennai on November 2 to
promote the upcoming tenth
edition of the Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit (VGGS),
which wi l l  be held in
Gandhinagar from January
10 to 12.

Before Chennai, the
Gujarat government
conducted s imi lar
roadshows in major cities,
including Delhi, Mumbai and
Chandigarh, as part of its
efforts to amplify the reach
and impact of the upcoming
f lagship business and
investment summit.

Desai will address a
gather ing of leading
industrialists and business
leaders at the event,
highl ight ing the
achievements made during
the past two decades of the
VGGS, an official statement
said. One of the key
objectives of the Chennai
roadshow is to attract
investments for mega
projects that are shaping the
future, such as GIFT City,
Dholera SIR, and Mandal
Bechraji Special Investment
Region, the statement added.
TRB Rajaa, Tamil Nadu
Minister for Industries,
Investment Promotion, and
Commerce, promoted the
state's strengths to business
leaders and investors in
Mumbai. Rajaa highlighted
Tamil Nadu's investor-friendly
ecosystem, ease of doing
business, and skilled human
resources. He emphasized
the state's leadership in
sectors such as automobiles,
electric vehicles, renewable
energy, and medical device
manufacturing. Rajaa also
discussed the upcoming Tamil
Nadu Global Investors Meet,
which will showcase the
state's growth potential. The
event was attended by
diplomats a nd industry
leaders.The Gujarat
government has signed 39
MoUs worth Rs 18,486 crore
with various industries as
part of its weekly initiative.

CM Fellowship
Programme
launched

Gandhinagar: The
Gujarat government on
Tuesday launched the
Sardar Patel  Good
Governance CM Fellowship
Programme aimed at
absorbing academical ly
bright youths into the state
administration. Candidates
who apply to jo in the
administrat ion wi l l  be
selected based on their
ability and paid a stipend of
Rs 1 lakh per month. tnn

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit the
Statue of Unity in Gujarat on
October 31 to commemorate
Sardar Patel Jayanti. He will
participate in the National
Unity Day celebration and
witness a unity parade. Modi
will also inaugurate various
development projects and
tourism attractions, including
e-buses, a publ ic bike-
sharing program, city gas
distribution, and golf carts
for tourists. A visitors center,
Kamalam Park, and a live
broadcast of the Narmada
Aarti will also be launched.
Infrastructure development,
including a walkway, a sub-
district hospital, and Sahakar
Bhavan, is underway. The
Ekta Ski l l  Development
Centre is providing training
in various courses.

EdNet Consultants, in
collaboration with Marquette
University and IPERC, has
launched the first ever US
College Credit program in
India. The program, called
the "Explorer Program,"
allows students to pursue US
credit courses while studying
in India. The courses are
supervised by Indian faculty
members and the credits
earned can be transferred to
universities in the US, UK,
Canada, and Australia. The
program is offered online
and in a hybrid format,
making it accessible for
students across the country.
This initiative provides a
flexible and cost-effective
pathway for Indian students
to achieve their academic
goals on an international
level.

17 Gujarat ATS cops awarded
special operation medal

Ahmedabad: Seventeen
police officials of the Gujarat
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) have
been chosen for a special
operations medal 2023 for their
contributions in checking drugs
smuggling, a the Union home
ministry statement on Tuesday.
said The awardees include ATS
deputy inspector general (DIG)
Deepan Bhadran, senior
superintendent of police (SP)
Sunil Joshi, deputy SPs BH
Chavda, Bhavesh Rojiya and
Harsh Upadhyay, inspectors V
B Patel, Sanjay Parmar, Jatin
Patel, Jayesh Chavda and
Hasmukh Bharwad, sub-
inspectors B H Korat, R B Rana
and Komal Vyas; wireless sub-
inspectors Mrunal Shah, Kripal
Goletar, Rupal Rathod and
Diptesh Chaudhary.

Along with the ATS cops,
former inspector with the
special operations group, M C
Chaudhary, and two from Delhi
police, sub-inspector Anil Dhaka
and assistant sub-inspector Anil
Chadha, are also on the list of
awardees for assisting Gujarat
ATS in their operations in 2022.
The award, instituted in 2018,
has been announced for special
operations in areas such as
counter-terrorism, border
action, arms control,
prevention of narcotics
smuggling, and rescue
operations. Through eight
operations during 2022, Gujarat
ATS seized 463.2kg of heroin,
313.9kg of pure mephedrone
powder and 80.2kg of liquid
mephedrone and apprehended
67 individuals including 40
Pakistani nationals, three
Afghan and 24 Indian nationals
for their involvement in the
narcotics trafficking network.

In joint operations,
Gujarat ATS had contributed to
seizure of nearly 424kg of

heroin or opium in five different
cases registered with other
agencies.

Two special operations
conducted by the CRPF in
Jharkhand and a nationwide
crackdown by the NIA on the
Popular Front of India have
been chosen for the Union
Home Ministers Special
Operation Medal for 2023. A
total of 204 security personnel,
including CRPF, NIA, NCB, and
police from various states, have
been recognized for their
contributions to counter-
terrorism, border action, arms
control, narcotics prevention,

and rescue operations. The
operations resulted in the
elimination, arrest, or surrender
of Naxal leaders, as well as the
seizure of arms and drugs.

A Jammu and Kashmir
Police officer, Inspector Masroor
Wani, was critically injured after
being shot by terrorists while
playing cricket with local boys
in downtown Srinagar. He was
immediately taken to the
hospital and his condition is
reported to be critical. Security
forces have initiated a search
operation in response to the
attack. Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Ashok Kumar
Meena has initiated a
departmental inquiry against
inspector Rajesh Kumar Singh,
who was involved in the NRI
murder case of September
2016. The action comes after
accusations of "shoddy
investigation and accepting
bribes from the accused." Singh
has been transferred out of
Shahjahanpur for the time
being. The case involves the
murder of a 35-year-old NRI by
his wife, who was recently
sentenced to death, and his
childhood friend, who received
life imprisonment.

Royal families feted on Unity Day

A h m e d a b a d :
Kesridevsinh Jhala, a scion of
Wankaner princely state and
member of Rajya Sabha from
Gujarat, on Tuesday said that
the memorable feat of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, who
integrated India from 562
princely states, was also a tale
of the sacrifice of the princely
states. Jhala was speaking at
the felicitation event of
princely states by Vishv Umiya
Foundation on Tuesday to
mark the National Unity Day,
celebrated annually on
October 31 to mark the birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

The event in Gota saw
felicitation of over 30
representatives of princely
states from Gujarat and other
parts of India as Gujarat CM
Bhupendra Patel, former CMs
Vijay Rupani and Shankersinh
Vaghela and several ministers
participated in the event.

“Sardar Patel was a
good friend of Jam Saheb
Digvijaysinhji. Sardar
entrusted him with the task of
convincing the other princely
states for integration, and he
inspired many to sign the
documents. Such Herculean
task will never be forgotten,”
said Jhala during his speech.

The CM said that Sardar
Patel will always be
remembered as the maker of
modern India through his
unparalleled work of
integrating the Union of India.
“His vision is carried forward
by PM Narendra Modi through
‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’

initiative. The princely states
gave their all to make the
dream of democracy a reality,
and this event recognizes their
contribution,” said Patel. He
added that at the Statue of
Unity, the work of museum of
princely state will be
completed soon.

R P Patel, the president
of Vishv Umiya Foundation,
told TOI that several notable
descendants of illustrious
royal families have been part
of the event. “The idea was
to highlight the contributions
of these families in the nation-
building on the day we are
remembering Sardar Patel.
When we approached several
of the families, they were
pleasantly surprised and
lauded the efforts of bringing
forth the rich history of the
princely states through
felicitation,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi paid tribute to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth
anniversary, praising his
visionary leadership and
dedication in shaping the
nation. Patel, born in Gujarat
in 1875, was a prominent
Congress leader and an
associate of Mahatma Gandhi
during the independence
movement. As India's first
home minister, he played a
crucial role in uniting
numerous princely states into
the Union through a
combination of persuasion and
firmness. Modi expressed
gratitude for Patel's
commitment to national
integration.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah praised the
contribution and
determination of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in uniting
India from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. Speaking at an
event commemorating Patel's
birth anniversary, Shah called
on citizens to work towards
making India the best nation
in the world by 2047. He
credited Patel for the unity of
the country and highlighted his
role in integrating over 550
princely states after
independence. Shah also
mentioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's tribute to
Patel through the construction
of the world's tallest statue in
Gujarat.

Gohil, Amit Chavda to
meet leaders in Delhi

Ahmedabad: State
Congress president
Shakt is inh Gohi l  and
Congress Legislature Party
chief Amit Chavda are set to
visit Delhi for two days, from
Wednesday, to engage in
discussions with senior party
leaders about organizational
changes within the Gujarat
unit.

AICC general secretary
in charge of Gujarat, Mukul
Wasnik, along with Gujarat
unit leaders, will provide
senior party leaders with an
assessment of the
performance of state office-
bearers.

The party intends to
make new appointments,
initially for the roles of city
and distr ict presidents,
followed by appointments to
other organizat ional
positions.

State Congress
spokesperson Manish Doshi
emphasized that the party
leadership is committed to
rewarding diligent workers
with greater responsibilities,
while those who have been
inactive will be replaced,
al lowing new talent to
assume these roles.

He added that following
Shakt is inh Gohi l 's
appointment as GPCC
president, the state unit has
conducted a comprehensive
performance evaluation of
off ice-bearers at al l
organizational levels.

The arrest of forest
minister Jyoti Priya Mallick by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) is expected to prompt
the Trinamool Congress to
adopt an aggressive strategy
to maintain organizational
stability. Mallick has had a
significant influence over the
Matua community, a large
Scheduled Caste community
in West Bengal. The party
has previously used its
organizational strength to
counter the arrests of
influential ministers, relying
on the popularity of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.
Simi lar strategies are
expected to be employed in
the Matua belt of North 24
Parganas, with local leaders
being projected by the
central leadership.

The BJP has accused
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and other
Congress leaders of
politicizing the recent actions
taken by the Enforcement
Directorate against
individuals involved in the
examination paper leak
case.

The Congress had
criticized the ED's actions
and accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of using probe
agencies to influence the
upcoming assembly polls in
the state. The ED had raided
the premises of Rajasthan
Congress president Govind
Singh Dotasra and
summoned Chief Minister
Gehlot's son in connection
with money laundering and
foreign exchange violation
cases. The BJP dismissed the
allegations and stated that
Gehlot is frustrated with the
actions against corruption.

‘Prime Minister Narendra Modi
taking forward Sardar’s resolve’

Gandhinagar: Chief
minister Bhupendra Patel said
on Tuesday that through
programmes like ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat ’  and
‘ViksitBharat@2047’, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
taking forward the resolve of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel of
a unified and strong India.

Speaking at the Sardar
Patel  Rashtra Chetna
Mahasammelan, organized in
Ahmedabad by Vishv Umiya
Foundation (VUF) to mark
the birth anniversary of
Sardar Patel ,  the CM
remarked, “Sardar Patel
accomplished the mammoth
task of unifying the princely
states into the Indian Union.

PM Modi has taken
forward the task of uniting
all sections of the society so
that the dream of a
developed India is realized
by 2047,” Patel told the
gathering.

VUF felicitated heirs of
the erstwhile princely rulers
at the event in Ahmedabad.
Commending the
organization, Patel said that
the gesture will find a place
in history. “The work done by
VUF is commendable and will
find a place in history. The
state government is also
creat ing a museum at
Ektanagar to chronicle the
role of the princely states in
unifying the country after
independence,” Patel said.

Pr ime Minister
Narendra Modi paid tribute to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on
his birth anniversary,
prais ing his v is ionary
statesmanship and
dedication in shaping the
nation. Patel was a lawyer
and prominent Congress
leader dur ing the
independence struggle, and
is credited with uniting
princely states as India's first
home minister.  Modi
highl ighted Patel 's
commitment to national
integration, stating that his
legacy continues to guide the
country.

Pr ime Minister

Narendra Modi will visit the
Statue of Unity in Gujarat on
October 31 to mark Sardar
Patel  Jayant i .  He wi l l
participate in the National
Unity Day celebration and
witness a unity parade. Modi
will also inaugurate various
development projects,
including the Green Initiative,
which involves the
introduction of e-buses, a
bike-sharing program, city
gas distribution, and golf
carts for tour ists.
Additionally, a visitor center,
Kamalam Park, and
infrastructure projects are
being unvei led. The
Narmada Aarti will be live-
streamed, and infrastructure
development, including a
walkway and a sub-district

hospital, is underway.
Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has
announced the launch of a
nationwide platform called
Mera Yuva Bharat on October
31st, aimed at involving the
youth in nation-building
activities. The platform will
provide an opportunity for
young people to participate
in various nation-building
events and develop
leadership skills. Modi urged
the youth to register on
MYBharat.gov.in and sign up
for programs. The
announcement was made
during Modi's Mann Ki Baat
radio talk, where he also
paid tr ibute to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Govt engg colleges fail
to apply for new courses

A h m e d a b a d :
Government engineering
colleges in the state have
failed to apply for launching
courses designed for working
professionals, despite the All
India Council of Technical
Education (AICTE) introducing
a scheme under the National

Education Policy 2020.
The scheme is meant to

facilitate technical education
for individuals who are already
working. AICTE invited
applications from all technical
colleges, including private,
grant-in-aid, and government
institutions, to offer these

courses starting this year.
Sources said that while

17 private colleges have
applied for permission to
launch courses for working
professionals, none of the 19
government colleges in the
state have submitted
applications. The AICTE had
set October 30 as the deadline
for colleges to apply. Sources
said many working
professionals want to pursue
technical education while
working.

AMC dumper rams
vehicles, one killed

Ahmedabad: One man
was killed and four persons
injured when a garbage
dumper of the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation
ploughed into stationary
vehicles at Jashodanagar
Crossroads.

J Division Traffic police
registered a case against
Kuresh Bilwal, the driver of
AMC dumper number GJ-01-
DT-5944, rash driving and
causing death by negligence.

The complaint was
registered by Smit Bhavsar,
33, a resident of Satellite.

Bhavsar said he and his
brother Nishith ran a business
together. On Tuesday, Nishith
was coming to the factory near
Hathijan Circle on his two-
wheeler. Smit stated that when
he was at the factory, he
received a call telling him his
brother had been rushed to LG
Hospital after meeting with
anaccident.

White collar crimes more
dangerous, says CBI court

Ahmedabad: While
convicting a bank manager and
a distributor of Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd (IOCL) for
corruption and cheating
causing a loss to the banking
institution and the PSU, a
special CBI court observed that
white collar crimes are more
dangerous for society and the
nation because their impact is
more severe than that of
ordinary crimes. The case
involved four persons — IOCL
deputy manager Ganesha
Venkatramanna; the manager
of Bank of India’s industrial
estate branch in Ankleshwar,
Rasik Patel; assistant bank
manager Gunvant Vasava and
an IOCL distributor named
Milan Shah. They were
accused of criminal conspiracy
in 1999-2000, by forging letters
of credit and bank guarantees
and procuring goods from IOCL
on credit, causing a loss of Rs
85 lakh to the PSU. While
Vasava died during the 23
years the case was pending,
Venkataramanna was acquitted
by the CBI court.

The court held Patel and
Shah guilty, and punished Patel

with five years in prison and
Shah with six. The court
imposed a Rs 9 lakh fine on
the bank manager and Rs 85
lakh on Shah, equal to the loss
caused to the PSU. The court
said though the value of the
fraud at present would be
about Rs 12 crore, looking at
the condition of the accused,
he should pay a penalty of Rs
85 lakh. While sentencing the
duo, special CBI judge D A
Vora last week observed that
the perpetrators of white-collar
crimes are from the middle
class, professionals and high-
level officials. Such offences
smother the development of
the nation and its progress.
Such offences are committed
by educated people in a
calculated and dispassionate
manner and they continue to
live in society without any loss
of status or humiliation. The
court further said that white-
collar offences are more
dangerous for society and the
nation because their impact is
more severe than that of
ordinary offences, because
they reduce the confidence and
moral standards of the people.


